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Abstract An examination of the type specimens of Astragalus yatungensis Ni & P. C. Li and A. 
monanthus K. T. Fu has shown that they should be synonymous with A. donianus DC. 
Key words Leguminosae[] Astragalus[] new synonymy] Xizang[] China. 


Astragalus yatungensis Ni & P. C. Li was described based on two collections from SE Xizang 
O Tibet[[] China — Qinghai-Xizang Exped. 74-2438 and Xizang Herb. Med. Exped. 1498[] and the 
former specimen was designated as the holotypd] Fig. 1M] Li & NiD 1979[]. However[] based on the 
latter specimen[] i.e.[] Xizang Herb. Med. Exped. 1498[] Fu] 1982[] published another species] 
A. monanthus. In doing so[] Fu very likely ignored the publication of A. yatungensis and thus did 
not compare it with his new species[] but in 1993 he pointed out that A. monanthus is distinguish- 
able from A. yatungensis by having only one single dark purple flower on each raceme and incom- 
pletely fused filaments. Our field observations in Nyalan[] the type locality of A. monanthus[] how- 
everl] have revealed that the diagnostic characters used by Fu are not reliable. Many individuals 
within a same population of A. monanthus have more than one flowers on the raceme[] there is no 
essential difference between the two species in the coloration of flowers[] with flowers in the two 
species all being dark purple[] and most importantly[] the flowers of A. monanthus[] just like those 
of A. yatungensis[] have completely fused filaments. Therefore[] A. monanthus is by no means dis- 
tinguishable from A. yatungensis . 

In the course of revising Astragalus subgen. Pogonophace[] we found that A. donianus[] a Hi- 
malayan species widely distributed in Nepal[] Sikkim and Bhutan which are geographically adjacent 
to SE Xizang[] is very similar to A. yatungensis and A. monanthus. The striking features of A. 
yatungensis[] such as the style covered with erect hairs in the inner side of the upper part and the to- 
tally fused filaments[] are also owned by A. donianus. The description of A. donianus[] de Can- 
dolle[] 1825[] Grierson & Long{] 1987[] Wenninger{] 1991[] fits quite well with that of A. yatungen- 
sis. In addition[] two specimens from the type locality of A. yatungensi{] Yadong County[] Xizang[[] 
Hobson s.n. and Chapman 358[] were identified as A. donianus by Wenninget] 1991[]. In 20030 
we visited the Royal Botanic Gardens[] Kew] K[ and the Royal Botanic Garden[] Edinburgh] EHO 
and carefully checked the specimens of A. donianus{] including its isotypd] Fig. 2[] at K. We are 
certain that both A. yatungensis and A. monanthus should be reduced to synonymies under A. 
donianus . 

Astragalus donianus DC .[] Prodr. 2[] 283. 1825. Type[] In Emodo ad Gossainthan Napaulensiun[] 
Wallich 5927] isotypel] KI]. 
A. yatungensis Ni & P. C. Li in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 17] 2[[] 1050 fig. 1. 19790 p. p.U 
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Fig. 1. Photograph of the holotype of Astragalus yatungensis Ni & P. C. L{] Qinghai-Xizang Exped. 74-2438[] PED. 


excl. paratype[] K. T. Fu in Acta Bot. Bor.-Occ. Sin. {] 200 16. 1981], K. T. Fu in Fl. Reip. 
Pop. Sin. 44] 100 1080 pl. 280 figs. 9- 17. 1993[] syn. nov. Type[ China. Xizang] Yadongl] 
Qinghai-Xizang Exped. 74-2434] holotype[] PEM]. 

A. monanthus K. T. Fu in Bull. Bot. Res. 2] 101] 1300 fig. 8. 19820 K. T. Fu in Fl. 
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Fig. 2. Photograph of the isotype A. donianus DC.[] Wallich 59270 KO. 


Reip. Pop. Sin. 420 100 1080 pl. 290 figs. 1 - 6. 1993[] syn. nov. Type[] China. Xizang[] 
Nyalam[] Xizang Herb. Med. Exped. 1494] holotype HNWPL] isotypel] PELL. 

Additional specimens examined. 

Bhutan. Pumola[] Gould 919 EO KUO Bumtang Chul] Ludlow et al. 19492[] EDO Mekal] 
Ludlow & Sherriff 434] EU Chola{] Ludlow & Sherriff 864] EUO N. E. Bhutan[] between Me La & 
Cho Lal] Ludlow et al. 21411] EL] Pajoding[] above Thimphu[] Grierson & Long 2764] ELL] Phoji 
ding{] Anonymous 604] KU. 

China. Yadong{] Yatung[] Hobson s. n.O KO East of Yadong{] Yatung] Chapman 358 


274 Acta Phytotaxonomica Sinica Vol. 42 





O KO. 
Nepal. Dakcho[] Dhwoj 14] EU Bheding{] Dhwoj 279] ELL] Ringmo[] Zimmermann 824] KQ. 
Sikkim. Pempupkung[] Ribu & Rhomoo 5135] ELL] Lungnak La Li] J. H. Cave 69] KL] 
Yumthang[] D. L. 604] EL] Flora of Zemu and Lhonakh valleys[] Langnak La Thango[] Cave 69/47 
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